IN THE HEIGHTS - CHARACTERS

Usnavi
The owner of De La Vega Bodega. Usnavi was born in the Dominican Republic, to which he longs to return, but has lived most of his life in the Washington Heights neighbourhood of Manhattan. He employs his cousin, Sonny, at the bodega and has romantic feelings for Vanessa, who works in the salon near his store.

Nina Rosario
A gifted, high-achieving young woman from Washington Heights. Nina left the neighbourhood to attend Stanford University, but has returned home to inform her family and her neighbours that she lost her scholarship at Stanford and has dropped out of school.

Kevin Rosario
Nina’s father, the owner of Rosario’s Car Service, a local cab company. Kevin is hard-working, but under significant financial strain. 
Camila Rosario
Nina’s mother and Kevin’s wife. Camila is supportive of Kevin, but feels frustrated when he makes financial decisions for their household without fully consulting her.

Benny
An African-American employee of Rosario’s. Benny is in love with his employer’s daughter, Nina, who seems to share his feelings.

Vanessa
An employee at Daniela’s Salon. Vanessa dreams of moving out of Washington Heights and down to Manhattan’s West Village.

Sonny
Usnavi’s younger cousin, who works at De La Vega Bodega.

Abuela Claudia
An elderly woman in the neighborhood, whom Usnavi regards as a surrogate grandmother.

Daniela
The owner of Daniela’s Salon, located near Usnavi’s bodega in Washington Heights

Carla
An employee at Daniela’s Salon.

Graffiti Pete
A local graffiti artist, regarded by Usnavi as a vandal and troublemaker.

Piragüero
The owner of a small neighbourhood piragua stand.

-from Bill’s Notes to the Arts Club Theatre production of IN THE HEIGHTS, May 2015
