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IN THE HEIGHTS, Conceived by Lin-Manuel Miranda
Music and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda 

Book by Quiara Alegría Hudes 

Starring (in alphabetical order):
Michael Antonakos as Piragua Guy

Kate Blackburn as Nina Rosario

Sharon Crandall as Abuela

Michael Culp as Graffiti Pete

Caleb Di Pomponio as Sonny

Julio Fuentes as Carmelo (Julio is also the Company Dance Captain)
Julia Harnett as Carla

Elena Juatco as Vanessa 

Irene Karas Loeper as Daniela 

Alexandra MacLean as Yolanda

Caitriona Murphy as Camila Rosario

Luc Roderique as Usnavi

Chris Sams as Benny

Francisco Trujillo as Kevin Rosario
CREATIVE TEAM
Directed by Bill Millerd 

Choreographer/Assistant Director, Lisa Stevens 

Musical Director/Keyboards, Ken Cormier
Set Design, Ted Roberts 

Costume Design, Carmen Alatorre 

Lighting Design, Marsha Sibthorpe 

Sound Design, Andy Horka 

Stage Manager, Caryn Fehr 

Assistant Stage Manager, Pamela Jakobs 

Apprentice Stage Manager, Tessa Gunn
THE BAND

Graham Boyle on Drums/Percussion 

Henry Christian on Trumpet

Michael Creber on Keyboard

Ed Henderson on Guitars

Sasha Niechoda on Keyboard/Keyboard Programming 

Andrew Poirier on Trombone
ABOUT THE CREATORS
Lin-Manuel Miranda is the Tony Award-winning lyricist and composer of In the Heights. A native of northern Manhattan, Miranda is of Puerto Rican descent. While attending Wesleyan University, Miranda began writing the music and lyrics for In the Heights. Later, he would play the lead role of Usnavi in the Broadway production of the musical. In addition to his work in the theatre, Miranda wrote, directed, and acted in the film Clayton’s Friends (1996), and has appeared as a guest actor on a number of television series, most notably The Sopranos and Modern Family.
Quiara Alegría Hudes, playwright and composer, wrote the book for In the Heights. Of Puerto Rican and Jewish descent, she was born and raised in Philadelphia. Hudes earned her BA in music composition at Yale University and her MFA in playwriting at Brown University. Besides writing the book for In the Heights, Hudes has written such as : as Yemaya’s Belly (2005), Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue (2006), 26 Miles (2008), and The Happiest Song Plays Last (2013).

THE CAST
Michael Antonakos ~ Piragua Guy 
A graduate of the Citadel/Robbins Academy, Michael’s last performance with the Arts Club was as Ritchie Valens in Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story. Select theatre: Ga Ting (Frank Theatre), Midsummer Night’s Dream (Citadel), The Wild Party (Pint Size Tall), All Shook Up (Theatre North West). Select film: WarCraft (Legendary/Universal), Pants on Fire (Disney), The Sandlot 2 & 3 (Fox). Aside from performing, Michael is fulfilling one of his deepest passions, teaching and inspiring others towards their inner potential. Thank you to my friends, family and beautiful wife for your unwavering support. Love & gratitude. www.michaelantonakos.com

Kate Blackburn ~ Nina Rosario

Kate is so happy to be playing Nina Rosario in this wonderful production, and to be making her Arts Club debut. She would like to thank Bill, Ken, and Lisa, as well as the entire production team for this wonderful opportunity. Past theatre credits include Ensemble, Singin’ in the Rain (Chemainus Theatre), Janet van de Graaff in Drowsy Chaperone (Exit 22 Productions), and Polly Baker in Crazy for You (Gateway Theatre). Coming up this summer she will be just outside of Toronto playing Kathy Seldon in Singin’ in the Rain with Port Hope Theatre Festival. Special thanks to Melissa at DaCosta Talent Management. She would like to thank her family, always.

Sharon Crandall ~ Abeula 
Sharon is thrilled to be making her Arts Club debut in In the Heights with these incredibly talented artists! Select favourite credits include: Shrek, Hair, Legally Blonde, Birdie, Annie (Theatre Under the Stars), Fiddler (Gateway), The Wiz, Hair, Joseph (MUSSOC), Rent (FCP), and Flower Drum Song (Applause!). She can also be seen and/or heard in various international and national commercials such as BCAA, Subway, Farxiga, and Old Spice. Sharon would like to thank her family and friends for their love and support, and Bill, Lisa, and Ken for this amazing adventure. www.sharoncrandall.com. Enjoy the show!

Michael Culp ~ Graffiti Pete 
Michael is thrilled to be returning to the stage of the Stanley with the Arts Club. Past credits include Ensemble in Spamalot, Reporter in Floyd Collins (Patrick Street Productions), Ensemble in Les Misérables (Western Canada Theatre), Bob Enright in 9 to 5, Ritchie Valens in Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story (Mayfield Dinner Theatre), Juan in Altar Boyz (Arts Club), Coricopat in Cats (Theatre Calgary), Isacchar/Apache Dancer in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Western Canada Theatre), Nibbles in West Side Story (Vancouver Opera), and Luis in West Side Story (Neptune Theatre). Thank you all very much for coming and supporting live theatre.

Caleb Di Pomponio ~ Sonny 
Caleb is so excited to have In the Heights mark his Arts Club debut! A graduate of Capilano University’s Musical Theatre Program, Caleb has been featured in numerous musicals around the city. Credits include; Sam in Crazy for You and the Fiddler in Fiddler on the Roof (Gateway), Donkey in Shrek the Musical (Align), Oklahoma! (RCMT), and Music Man, Bye Bye Birdie, and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (TUTS). Caleb originated the role of Dexter in the 2012 Pick of Fringe Winner, Riverview High (Entrance). Special thank you to Bill, Lisa, Ken, and Melissa. And so much love to Nolan. Visit www.calebdipomponio.com for more!

Julio Fuentes ~ Carmelo/Dance Captain 
Julio is no stranger to the performing arts and has been singing since the age of four. Originally from the Philippines, he belongs to a family of performers and grew up exposed to show business thanks to his parents. Although dance came late to his life at age 19, Julio immediately fell in love and started training in ballet, jazz, tap, contemporary, and hip hop. He has since had the privilege of performing, coaching, choreographing, and adjudicating all over North America, the Philippines, and Guam. Julio is currently the founder and director of The Aviary, a performance-based dance company started in September 2014 based out of Harbour Dance Centre, where he is also an instructor. This is Julio’s first ever theatre contract and he hopes to do more in the near future.

Julia Harnett ~ Carla 
Born in Kelowna, British Columbia, Julia found her passion for the arts at the age of four. She began training in ballet, jazz, and, contemporary; later focusing on competitive Latin ballroom. Three years ago, Julia added “actor” to her resume, and has been pursuing her training in both Vancouver and Los Angeles. You can find her work in various commercial spots such as Lexus and ScotiaBank, as well as principal bookings in the CW Network’s Arrow, and Psych. Never far from dance, Julia can be found as a recurring dancer in ABC’s Once Upon A Time, and as a principal artist in the television movies Jinxed and Holiday Spin. Special thanks to Bill, Lisa, and Ken for the amazing opportunity as well as Melissa, Danielle, and Kaitlin for their endless support; and my family, who I love more than life. @juliaharnett

Elena Juatco ~ Vanessa 
For the Arts Club: Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story. Elena has worked in theatres across the country and last performed and understudied Éponine in Cameron Mackintosh’s 25th anniversary production of Les Misérables. She holds a Best Actress Jessie Award for her lead role in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Playhouse) and performed Dianne & Me at Vancouver Fringe. Select film/TV: Dr. Scarlet McWhinnie in Open Heart (YTV/Teen Nick); Killjoys (Syfy); Sorority Surrogate (Lifetime); Breaking the Rules (Likeminded). Training: B.A.H. Queen’s University. Now: 10 years after finishing on Canadian Idol Elena’s debut album of original songs BEYOND THIS LINE is now on iTunes & Google Play! Meet Elena and get a signed copy of her album in the lobby immediately following the show. Partial proceeds benefit the Vancouver Rape Relief & Women’s Shelter. Please drop by if only to say hi! xo elenajuatco.ca @elenajuatco

Irene Karas Loeper ~ Daniella 
Irene is thrilled to be back at the Arts Club with the wonderfully talented A- list cast and crew. A very special thank you to Bill, Lisa, and Ken for having her In the Heights! Selected theatre: Anything Goes (TUTS, Ovation Award Lead Actress), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Gateway Theatre, Jessie & Ovation nomination), The Wild Party (Pint Size Tall, Ovation nomination), Mambo Italiano (Firehall Arts Centre & WCT), Gypsy (Arts Club & RCMT), Lend Me a Tenor, Radio Daze, Tony and Tina’s Wedding. Selected film & TV: Impastor, Continuum, Package Deal, Motive, Fringe, Air Buddies, License to Wed, The L Word. Irene is having THE BEST TIME EVER being wifey to her amazing husband Markus! Love always to her family, husband, friends and RED Team for making her feel like a star every day. Daniella is dedicated to Uncle Chris. www.irenekaras.com

Alexandra MacLean ~ Yolanda 
Alexandra is pumped to land another fantastic musical with Arts Club and to be sharing the stage with this talented, caring cast of performers. Last year’s Spamalot was one of her favourite shows yet and she’s certain her experience this time around with In the Heights will ROCK! She has a passion for singing jazz and rock and roll and had the pleasure of doing so as a lead vocalist with Cabaret Torlage at the Media Club here in Vancouver. Before graduating as a registered massage therapist in 2010, her earlier credits include Crazy For You (Drayton Entertainment), Aladdin (Canadian Tour/Ross Petty Productions), and Snow White and the Group of Seven (Ross Petty Productions Winter Elgin Garden Theatre, Toronto). Much love to her fiance Shawn and to her parents for always encouraging her quirky, fun loving tendencies and Courtenay for his ongoing vocal expertise.

Caitriona Murphy ~ Camila Rosario

Caitriona is so excited to be part of this wonderful company! Previous Arts Club appearances include Mary Poppins, Next to Normal, and Les Misérables. Other BC credits include Les Miserables (Chemainus Theatre Festival), Between the Sheets (Pi Theatre), Tiny Music (Jumpcurrent/Chutzpah! Festival),The Spitfire Grill (Pacific Theatre/Midnight Theatre Collective), Falsettos (Wizard Productions), The Full Monty and Out of a Dream (Patrick Street Productions), Marry Me A Little (Speck Theatre), A Streetcar Named Desire, and The Miracle Worker (Theatre North West). Ontario credits include appearances at The Elgin Theatre, CanStage, Young People’s Theatre, Tarragon, Factory, Theatre Passe Muraille, Buddies in BadTimes, the National Arts Centre in Ottawa, The Grand Theatre in London, Pea Green Productions, Canadia Del’Arte, and Theatre SKAM. As a singer and violinist, Caitriona has played venues across Canada. Caitriona is a two-time Jessie Award nominee. Upcoming: Caitriona will appear at the In Tune conference this June in Onegin, and in the Blame Canada concert. Caitriona is an accredited Music Therapist. caitrionamurphy.ca

Luc Roderique ~ Usnavi 
Yeah. This show is dedicated to all the teachers that told me if I wanted to perform I should follow my dream, to all the people that kicked freestyles with me over the years, and to all the actors in the struggle. Know what I’m sayin’? It’s all good, baby, baby... Recent theatre credits include: Sleeping Beauty (Globe), Measure for Measure, Elizabeth Rex, The Merchant of Venice, As You Like It (Bard on the Beach); Three Sisters (Only Child); She Stoops to Conquer (Arts Club); and Ash Rizin (Greenthumb/ATP). Selected Film/Television: iZombie, Seventh Son, The Flash, The 100, Godzilla, Supernatural, Rise of the Planet of the Apes. Luc is a Jessie Award- winner and a graduate of Studio 58. And if you don’t know, now you know.

Chris Sams ~ Benny 
Chris is honoured to be making his Arts Club debut in In the Heights, with this brilliant cast, crew, and creative team. Chris is a Toronto native, but has instantly and effortlessly fallen in love with the beautiful city of Vancouver. Some favourite theatre credits include Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Magnus Theatre), Daniel in the Dora Award-nominated show Once on this Island (Acting up stage), Hair (The Grand Theatre), and Tybalt in Romeo and Juliet (Classical Theatre Project). Chris is a proud graduate of the St. Lawrence College music theatre program. Many thanks to The Talent House, the creative team, and my supportive family. ALABANZA!

Francisco Trujillo ~ Kevin Rosario

Francisco is thrilled to be back at the Arts Club after performing here in the early ‘90s. Born in Chile, he arrived in Vancouver at age eight in the mid- ‘70s. His own family’s story of leaving home with an oppressive regime and arriving at a new home full of pains and dreams is much like the characters’ of In The Heights. A graduate of Studio 58, he has performed across Canada, the US, Latin America and the UK. Memorable credits include four years as The Scar and Pumbaa standby in The Lion King, Toronto/US Tours; As You Like It, CanStage; and Cousin Julio, ATP in Calgary (Betty Award nominee).

THE CREATIVE TEAM 

Bill Millerd ~ Director 
As Artistic Managing Director of the Arts Club Theatre Company, Bill has directed more than 180 shows. Bill is a graduate of the National Theatre School of Canada, is a Member of the Order of Canada, received the Mayor’s Award for Theatre, has been awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Laws and the Alumni Award of Distinction from UBC. and has received the Hugh B. Main Lifetime Achievement Award by Tourism Vancouver and the Honourary Doorman of the Year by the Child Foundation.

Ken Cormier ~ Musical Director/Keyboards 
Ken’s most recent appearance as Music Director at the Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage was in last summer’s Spamalot. He has previously served in the same capacity in productions of The Producers, Hairspray, High Society, and Dreamgirls. Ken has also worked (with Bruce Kellett) as Associate Music Director of White Christmas and Next to Normal, and will do so again in this summer’s upcoming production of Les Misérables. As well, Ken has played keyboards for numerous other Arts Club productions, including Mary Poppins, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Singin’ in the Rain, Evita, and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. Ken began his professional career as a repetiteur with Vancouver Opera. He then played in Livent’s Vancouver runs of Showboat, Sunset Boulevard, and Phantom of the Opera. Since 1998, Ken has also worked with Vancouver’s internationally acclaimed men’s choir Chor Leoni.

Lisa Stevens ~ Choreographer/Assistant Director 
For the Arts Club: Monty Python’s Spamalot and Xanadu. Other credits include, on Broadway and the West End; Bombay Dreams (Assoc Choreo, Tony Award nomination and Olivier Award); Disney’s HighSchool Musical. Off Broadway: Bingo! The Musical. National Tours: Dolly Parton’s 9 to 5 The Musical! (US/UK Tours); Disney’s High School Musical (US/UK Tours, Japan, Australia, Spain); Disney’s HSM 2 (US/UK Tours); Bombay Dreams (US Tour). Regional: The Witches of Eastwick (Ogunquit Playhouse); Mary Poppins (Citadel/TC, nominated for 9 Sterling Awards & 8 Betty Awards); Mary Poppins (Ogunquit Playhouse); The Little Mermaid, Spamalot (Drayton Ent); Cutman (Goodspeed Opera House); First Wives Club (The Old Globe); Anne of Green Gables, CATS, ...Spelling Bee, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Theatre Calgary, Betty Mitchell nominations). Film/TV: Tackling Romeo, Diary of A Wimpy Kid 2, The Swinging Nutcracker, Phantom of The Opera (Asst. Choreo). Upcoming: The Little Prince (Theatre Calgary). www.lisastevens.biz

Ted Roberts ~ Set and Lighting Designer 
As Resident Designer for the Arts Club, recent designs include Dreamgirls, Clybourne Park, Hairspray, August: Osage County, and Buddy at the Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage; set and lighting for Red Rock Diner and sets for It’s Snowing on Saltspring, It’s a Wonderful Life, and The Mountaintop at the Granville Island Stage; lighting for A Twisted Christmas Carol, set and lighting for The Santaland Diaries, and set for Sister Judy and A Craigslist Cantata at the Revue Stage. For the Firehall Arts Centre, the lighting for Chelsea Hotel and the set for Urinetown, and for Persephone Theatre, Saskatoon, the lighting for My Chernobyl and Hedda Gabler. Ted is a member of the Associated Designers of Canada.

Carmen Alatorre ~ Costume Designer 
Originally from Mexico City, Carmen earned her MFA degree in Theatre Design at the UBC and has worked as a theatre designer in Vancouver since 2006. Some of her local recent design credits include: The Competition is Fierce (ITSAZOO Productions); Stickboy (Vancouver Opera); Crazy for You (Gateway Theatre); The Tragical Comedy of Punch and Judy (Caravan Farm Theatre); and Driving Miss Daisy (Arts Club). Carmen is a proud member of Associated Designers of Canada. See more of her work at www.carmenalatorre.com.

Marsha Sibthorpe ~ Lighting Designer 
Marsha has designed the lighting for over 525 productions across this fair land. Favourite Arts Club productions include The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man in the Moon Marigolds, Creeps, The Matka King, Les Misérables, Miss Saigon, and Next to Normal.

Andy Horka ~ Sound Designer 
Andy is delighted to be back at the Arts Club on this exciting production of In the Heights! Andy’s design credits include,for the Arts Club: Mary Poppins (remount), Spamalot, Altar Boyz, The Optimists, and The Diary of Anne Frank. For Carousel Theatre: James and the Giant Peach. For the 5th Avenue Theatre: White Christmas, Company, Wonderful Town, The Sound of Music, Miss Saigon, and Singin’ in the Rain. For the Richmond Gateway Theatre: The Tiger of Malaya, The Kitchen Witches, The Secret Garden, Here on the Flight Path, Lend Me a Tenor, Sleuth, The King & I, Pumpboys & Dinettes (Jessie Award nominated), and The Sound of Music.

Caryn Fehr ~ Stage Manager 
Caryn’s recent productions include 4000 Miles, Spamalot, Mary Poppins, and Other Desert Cities at the Stanley and Proud, Best Brothers, and How To Disappear Completely at the Belfry Theatre in Victoria. She has toured with productions throughout Canada and to Ireland, and has also worked locally with the The Playhouse, the New Play Centre, Carousel Theatre, Touchstone Theatre, Axis Theatre, the Fringe Festival, TheatreSports, and Solo Collective. Caryn is proud to have received the Mary Phillips Prize—a Jessie for Behind the Scenes Achievement.

Pamela Jakobs ~ Assistant Stage Manager 
Some of Pamela’s favourite shows over the years include: Swing, Amadeus, My Fair Lady, Enchanted April, The Diary of Anne Frank, The Penelopiad, Les Misérables, and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast at the Stanley, and Educating Rita, It’s Snowing on Saltspring, Forever Plaid, Poster Boys, Xanadu, and It’s a Wonderful Life at the Granville Island Stage. Pamela is a two-time Jessie nominee and a graduate of the BFA Theatre program at UBC. She would like to thank her husband Craig and her daughter Rose for all their support.

THE BAND 

Graham Boyle ~ Drums/Percussion 
Favourite Arts Club productions include Dreamgirls, Les Misérables, The Producers, Company, Gypsy, Cabaret, Funny Girl, My Fair Lady, and Cookin’ at The Cookery. Graham has been heard on thousands of jingles, over a dozen film scores, numerous CDs and several television series, including MacGyver and Lonesome Dove. Recently, he performed on a song featured in Disney’s hit movie Ratatouille. Other career highlights include recording and touring with k.d. lang, touring with Jann Arden, and accompanying jazz legend Chet Baker on his final two visits to Vancouver.

Henry Christian ~ Trumpet 
Henry has a Bachelor of Music from Western Washington University and is active in both the classical and commercial scenes in Vancouver. He has played on countless jingles and can be heard on many CDs including recordings by Aerosmith, Sam Roberts, and Paul Brandt. Recently he performed with the Vancouver Opera Orchestra in the company’s production of West Side Story. Henry has also played in many Arts Club productions including Gypsy, Miss Saigon, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Cabaret, The Producers, Les Misérables, Buddy, and Dreamgirls.

Michael Creber ~ Keyboard 
Michael Creber is one of the West Coast’s most sought-after musicians, both onstage and in the recording studio. His career as a keyboardist, composer and producer embraces many areas of music including jazz, Latin, R&B, rock, country, and folk. He has performed and recorded with kd lang, Raffi, the Rankin Sisters, David Foster, Joan Rivers, Shirley Bassey, Martin Short, Powder Blues, Cyndi Lauper, Jim Byrnes, Petula Clark, The Irish Rovers and with his own jazz trio. His musical theatre keyboard credits include You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Miss Saigon, Tommy, and as keyboardist/MD for Joseph, Sound of Music, Wizard of Oz, Jacques Brel.., and Tapestry (Arts Club).

Ed Henderson ~ Guitars 
Ed plays with Chilliwack, Tangissimo, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Vancouver Chamber Choir, Chor Leoni, Ann Mortifee, Paul Horn, Leon Bibb, Eric Bibb, Paul Baillargeon, and others. Scores for: Stratford Festival, Arts Club, CBC, CTV, Bravo, Knowledge, Vision networks. Commissions for: Vancouver Chamber Choir, Elektra Women’s Choir, Dance Centre, Canadian Music Centre, Vancouver InterCultural Orchestra, and musica intima. Awards: Juno (Ancient Cultures, El Camino Real), Jessie Richardson (When the Rains Come), Dora Mavor Moore (Toronto Music Direction), Cannes Festival (TV score), and UK and US Songwriting Festivals. His choral works are widely recorded, presented, and published. Ed has three solo guitar CDs. www.edhendersonmusic.com

Sasha Niechoda ~ Keyboard/Keyboard 
programming As a professional musician for over 25 years, Sasha’s Toronto credits include productions for Livent Inc., Mirvish Productions, and the Shaw Festival including The Phantom of the Opera, Ragtime, Sunset Blvd., Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Mamma Mia, and many others. Since returning home to Vancouver in 2002, Sasha has played and programmed keyboards for The Sound of Music, The King and I, The Secret Garden, A Chorus Line, and Mamma Mia; as well as Little Shop of Horrors, Evita, Jacques Brel, Miss Saigon, Company, The Producers, Suds, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Les Misérables, Hairspray, Dreamgirls, and Spamalot for the Arts Club, as well as Altar Boyz, Buddy, and Blood Brothers, for which he also served as Musical Director.

Andrew Poirier ~ Trombone 
Andrew hails from Lewisporte, Newfoundland. An accomplished trombonist, Andrew began his musical studies in the Salvation Army. After earning a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of British Columbia, he continued his education at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music earning a Masters of Music Degree in Orchestral Performance. Andrew has studied with legendary trombonists Mark Lawrence, Gordon Cherry, and Kenneth Knowles. In addition to maintaining an active schedule as an orchestral musician, Andrew has recorded and toured extensively with the Canadian chamber music ensemble iTromboni. He is also in demand as a teacher and clinician, holding sessional faculty positions at Kwantlen Polytechnic University, the University of British Columbia, and the Vancouver Academy of Music.

